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Submit permit application package to DSOD.
Include information to enable DSOD to comply with CEQA.

No DSOD approval required.

Would the project involve the construction, 
modification, or removal of dams, levees, 

artificial ponds, reservoirs, or other structures 
that are under, or would be under,

DSOD jurisdiction? 

Would the project involve the enlargement of a 
dam with a power component or the potential to 

inundate a substantial area?

Would the project require obtaining new water 
rights or modifying existing water rights?

Consult with DSOD to determine compliance requirements. Submit preliminary 60% plans, specifications, and geologic 
data to expedite review. Determine whether a dam failure risk analysis is required.

Consult early with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission or other federal 

agencies with jurisdiction over the area to 
determine NEPA compliance and other 

regulatory requirements.

Apply to the SWRCB to obtain or modify water 
rights.

(see "Surface Water Rights")

DSOD engineer reviews plans and specifications and inspects 
representative data from field exploration and laboratory tests. DSOD 
performs review for CEQA compliance and acts as lead or responsible

agency.

Resolve DSOD review comments and submit signed final drawings
and specifications.

DSOD approves the final project plans and specifications and determines that the project 
is in compliance with CEQA.

DSOD issues authorization.

Figure 18
DWR Division of Safety of Dams Certificate of Approval Process


